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Transient loss of consciousness
LOC

• Syncope is a transient loss of consciousness associated with loss of postural tone, followed 
quickly by a spontaneous return to baseline neurologic function requiring no resuscitative 
efforts. 

• The underlying mechanism

• TLOC is caused by a period of inadequate cerebral nutrient flow

• Recovery from true syncope is usually complete and rapid





causes that are not syncope
• Seizures

• Sleep disturbances, including narcolepsy and cataplexy.

• Accidental falls or other incidents resulting in traumatic brain injury (ie, 

concussion).

• Intoxications and metabolic disturbances (including hypoglycemia).

• Some psychiatric conditions (eg, conversion reactions resulting in 

psychogenic pseudosyncope or pseudoseizures( nonepileptic seizures) . 



CLINICAL PRESENTATION 



• The key factors suggesting a cardiac origin of syncope
• INITIAL EVALUATION 
• History
• Associated symptoms preceding the event
• Associated symptoms following the event
• Preexisting medical conditions

• Medications

• Family history

• Physical examination

• DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS

• APPROACH TO DIAGNOSIS










